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Spain, and he carried to Paris not only a keen
contempt for the Spanish people and Spanish
politics, but a strong suspicion that Spain was
using her influence to keep the United States
from getting the territory between the Lakes and
the Ohio. France soon fell under similar suspicion,
for she was under obligations, as everyone knew,
to satisfy Spain; and little time elapsed before the
penetrating American diplomat was semiofficially
assured that his suspicions in both directions were
well founded.

The mainspring of Spanish policy was the desire
to make the Gulf of Mexico a closed sea, under
exclusive Spanish control. This plan would be
frustrated if the x^mericans acquired an outlet on
the Gulf; furthermore, it would be jeopardized
if they retained control on the upper Mississippi.
Hence, the States must be kept back from the
great river; safety dictated that they be confined
to the region east of the Appalachians.

An ingenious plan was thereupon developed.
Spain was to resume possession of the Floridas, in-
suring thereby the coveted unbroken coast line on
the Gulf. The vast area between the Mississippi
and the Appalachians and south of the Ohio was
to be an Indian territory, half under Spanish and